
Expanding LMA™ patient benefits 
to ENT procedures

Patients undergoing delicate ear surgery,

eye procedures, sinus surgery and other

ENT procedures can benefit from minimal

hemodynamic response, reduced intraocular

pressure, less drugs and smooth 

emergence from anesthesia when the 

LMA Flexible™ airway is used. In addition,

the LMA Flexible™ has been shown to 

protect the trachea and esophagus from

blood and secretions from above better

than an ET tube.

Advantages of the LMA Flexible™ include:

• Better protection for the patient
from blood and secretions from
above the trachea compared 
to an ET tube

• Better protection for the esophagus compared
to an ET tube—may reduce PONV 

• Ability to realize the benefits of 
spontaneous ventilation more often

• Reinforced airway tube that may
be positioned away from the 
surgical field without loss of seal 

• Maintenance of LMA™ cuff stability
during patient manipulation

• All LMA™ benefits–less drugs, reduced coughing and
bucking on emergence, minimal hemodynamic response,
reduced intracranial and 
intraocular pressures

The LMA Flexible™ protects the patient’s air-
way from above by creating a barrier over the
glottic opening and esophagus

During nose and throat procedures, blood may
“wick” down the ET tube and soil the patient’s upper
trachea and esophagus possibly causing irritation and
laryngospasm, coughing, nausea and bucking
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The following are examples of procedures where LMA Flexible™ may be advantageous:

Procedure/Patient Type

External ear surgery

Middle ear surgery

Ophthalmic surgery

Sinus surgery, nasal surgery

Consideration

Surgical access, 
manipulation of head
position, airway stability

Surgical access, 
manipulation of head
position, highly delicate
surgery, airway stability

Delicate surgery, airway
stability, surgical access

Surgical access, 
airway stability, 
airway protection

Product Feature/Characteristics

Highly flexible tube

Smooth emergence, 
highly flexible tube 

Highly flexible tube, smooth 
emergence characteristics

Highly flexible tube, mask place-
ment in hypopharynx over the
glottic opening, low pressure seal
at upper esophageal sphincter,
smooth emergence characteristics

Advantage

Tube may be positioned away from surgery
site, cuff stability when patient or airway
tube position is adjusted

Cuff stability when patient or airway tube
position is adjusted, tube may be positioned
away from surgery site, reduced coughing
and bucking postop

Reduced intraocular pressure during surgery,
reduced coughing and bucking postop, tube
may be positioned away from surgery site

Tube positioned away from surgery site, 
better protection of the trachea from above,
better protection of esophagus, stable cuff
position with airway tube adjustment,
reduced coughing and bucking postop

LMA Flexible™ Quick Reference Catalog Numbers

*These are maximum inflation volumes that should never be exceeded. It is recommended the cuff be inflated to 60 cm H2O intracuff pressure. 

Mask 

Size

2

2 1/2

3

4

5

6

Patient Size

Infants/Children 10-20kg

Children 20-30kg

Children 30-50kg

Adults 50-70kg

Adults 70-100kg

Large Adults over 100kg

*Maximum Cuff 

Volume (Air)

up to 10mL

up to 14mL

up to 20mL

up to 30mL

up to 40mL

up to 50mL

Internal Diameter

(mm)

5.1 

6.1

7.6

7.6

8.7

8.7

Reusable

11120

11125

11130

11140

11150

11160

Single Use

21120 

21125

21130

21140

21150

N/A

Consult the instructions for information on indications, contraindications, warnings and precautions, or information on which LMA™ airways are best suited for different clinical
applications. LMA and LMA Flexible are trademarks of The Laryngeal Mask Company Limited. BiteGard is a trademark of Hudson RCI. © 2006 LMA North America, Inc. All rights reserved.
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